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From the Phil. Ch. Ohserver
SO SHALL THY STRENGTH #p"
Vien wdverse winds and waves arise,
Lol momy hoeart lh'.-lpnnlh'ur 0 Njrje—
Vhen hite her throng of eares rovenls,
And werkness o'er iy @pirit steals —
vevtetul 1T hear the Kind decree,
't fas my day, my streng: b shall be,*

THY DAY,

\hen, with sad ftml.ﬂt-p, ey roves,
Il siontten joy s, and bhuried loves —
Vien leep my teacfil pillow flies,

pd dewy morning drinks iy sighs —
Rijll to thy promise, Lord, | flee,
Jliat, *as my day, my strength shall be.”!

ne trinl more must yvet bhe past,

e pang— the keenest, and the last —
Acd when, with brow convalsed and pale,
Iy feeble, guivering heart-strings tail,
Rodecmer, weant my sonl to see,

ity tas the day, her steength =hall be,™ b, w8
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them with their lanees, or other instru-
(ments of the same kind, which were fas-
(tened to blocks of wood by strings.—

These blocks were thrown overboard the
moment that the instruments  penctrated
the bady, and the attacks thus made ap-
jear to have been renewed the moment
the whale showed himself on the surface,
so that these monsters were finally wor-
ricd to death,  The attacks thus made by
these imperfect instraments seem, howey-
ery to have been generally directed upon
the young ones near the shores, that were

towed to the eoast, and the fat taken ofl’

from only one side, as they possessed no
knowledee which would enable them to
turn over the anmimal, It is obvious that
the larger sort of whales must have eflee-
tually resisted the attacks of the savages

on Hunt's Merchants® Magazine for Nov, 1540, | with such rude weapons, and the demand

T AMERICAN WHALL FISHIERY,
he origin of the whale fishery we may
v trace to a foreien country.  T'he
\.\'---:i:ms. It secms, were :n-.--n-;tunn-d
n early period to take the whale in a
al manner, but without any system :
the Biscayans appear to have  first
ted it as a settled porsuit, and ear-
it on with great vicor and suceess,
2 the twellth to the fourteenth eentu-
It would also seem that the voyages
he Duteh as well as the Enalish, to the
hern Ocean, for the purpose of dis-
ring a passage to Indin, disclosed the
nts of the whale, which swarmed in
s seas, and measires were soon adopt-
poth by the Duteh and Enclish, for the
It 1s a sincular
that during the middle of the seven-
th century, houses were fixed upon
northern shore of NSpitzbergen, and
ided with tanks, boilers, and all other
ssary apparatus for the purpose of
1ir the blubber, and preparing the
for market.  "The Duteh whale fish-
Was in its most prosperous state dur-
he year 1630, when it employed
t 260 ships and 14,000 sailors.  "T'he
ish whale fishery was carried on by
Xclusive company, like that of THol-
cand in 1725 the Soath Nea Come-
cmbarked to a larce extent in the
cand  proseeated it with vizor for
t eizht vears, when they relinquished
nterprise, having sufiered considera-
so also the Freneh and other
ns formerly embarked in the same
L with econsiderable sueeess,
far back as 1667, we have in the
d volume of the Philosophical T'rans-
ns, o letter from Mr Richard Nor-
who resided at the Bermudas,
1 ostates that the whale fishery had
carricdd on in the bavs ol those is-
for two or three years, A year or
afterwards, the whale fishery was
wed by a Mr Richard Statford, who
rhs that he had killed several black
s himself, I have been,” says he,
he Bahama Islands, and there have
of this same sort of whale (the sper-
n) dead on the shore, with sperm
cr their bodies ! Mysell and about
v others have agreed to try whether
m master and kil them, for T never
| Licar of any of that sort that was killed
v man, snch is their fierceness and
“ One such whale,” said he,

ose of its capture,

INS,

10ss,”’
ce called New Providence, among

ished as a whale fishing station,
these colonies  had  proposed
of the sort, however, we fine
hdians upon the shores of ¥
lea were accustomed to venture¥out
the coast in their canocs, and pierce

any

ldbe worth many hundred pounds.”

thamas, soon afterwards became dis- |

l;l_.‘- |

that | into the opposite region of polar cold, tha
rth | they are at the antipodes, and encaged | find the inhabitants employing Iehabod

for the oil, which, upon the northern part
of the continent, they were accustomed
to use as food, was but limited.  These
casual attacks of the whales that frequent-
Iy straved near the coast, eannot, we
think, be considered even the fonundation
of the whale fishery as a regular system
of trallic, the anmimals having been pro-
cured for a far different purpose than that
of commerce.  Without going into a pa.-
ticular account of these forcion fisheries,
we enter at onee into a considerntion of
the rise and progress of the whale fishery
1N OUr OWn country.,

The hardy enterprise of New Eneland
is entitled to the eredit of earrving out
the whale fishery to the larcest extent,
and with the most brilliant suecess,  The
oceupanis of this region of ™ the country.
cast alony the sea-shore, and upon a soil
barren, rocky, and inviting in a very small
degree the labors of agriculture, at an
carly period direeted  their adventurous
enterprises to the sea,  Yet their extraor-
dinary vigor and daring, aided by the
elasticity of their climate, their compara-
tive poverty and their simple  virtues,
more  than counterbalanced  the
quences which would otherwise have re-
sulted from the barrenness of their soil,

conse-

The population bordering the shores of

the sea turned their attention to its abun-
dant resources, and their farms were on
the ocean,  Nor did the remarkable traits
ol hardihood and perseverance which they
exiibited 1 this branch of commerce,
running down to the period of the revolu-
tion, escape the notice of  distinguished
statesmen  abroad,  "Their enterprise in
this respeet, it is well known, received a
Just and splendid crlocim from Edround
Burke. on the floor of the British Parlia-
ment, in his speech delivered in 17741, up-
on Ameriean atlairs,  “As tothe wealth,”
satd he, = which the colonists have drawn
from the sea by thewr fisheries, yon had
all that matter fully opened at your bar.

You surely thought these acquisitions of

value, for they seemed to excite your en-
vy 5 and yet the spirit by which that en-
terprising  employment has been exer-
cised, onght rather. inomy opinion, to
have raiscd esteem and admiration.  And
pray. sir, what in the world is equal to it ?
Pass by the other parts, and look at the
manner in which the New England peo-
ple earry on the whale fishery,

we (ollow them among  the tumbling

mountains of ice, and behold them pene- |
trating into the deepest frozen recesses of
Tludson's Bay and Davis' Straits; while
we are looking for them beneath the are-|dueced the fishermen of Nantueket 1o q-
e cirele, we hear that they have pierced [ dopt more vigorous and systematic meqs-
tlures tor its proseention,

their toil.

While |

cecution of this species ol trafiice,

mote and too romantic an object for the
arasp of national ambition. is but a stave
and resting-place for their victorious in-
dustry.  Nor is the equinoctial heat more
discouracing to them than the accuinala-
ted winter of both the poles. We learn
that while some of them draw the line or
strike the harpoon on the coast of Africa,
others run the longitude, and pursue their
cicantic game along the coast of Brazil.
No sca but what is vexed by their fishe-
ries: no climate that is not witness to

Holland, nor the activity of France, nor
the dexterous and firm sagacity of En-
alish enterprise, ever carried this most
perilous mode of hardy industry to the
extent to which it has been pursued by
this recent pl_'ul'lt.'—-n ]wnp!t' who are «till
in the gristle, and not yet hardened into
manhood.”

This trafliec was commenced in Nan-
tucket, an asland in Massachusetts which

looks out upon the Atlantie, and reccives |

upon it shores the whole sweep of the
Colonized, as it first was, by an
adventurous and hardy race of settlers
from other parts of Massachusetts, the
colonists had ample means and motives
to push their enterprises upon the waters
We have a tra-
ditionary account of the first expedition
which was set on foot from this island for
the capture of the whale. It appears
that one of the species ealled * seraee ™
was desenied in the harbor of the infant
colony. where it remained  spouting and
cambolling around the shore for three
days,  Measures were soon adopted by
the settlers who were the original purchas-
ers of the island for its capture. A
harpoon, rude in its form, was invented
and wrought ; and after a severe contest,
the monster was taken,  The suecess of
this adventure indueed the people of that
place to commence the enterprise of tak-
ing whales as a regular business, these
animals being at that tine very numerous
around the coast ; and, as l':ll:l},‘ as 1672,
we find the inhabitants entering into a
formal contract with James Lopar, in
which he engages to earry on the © whale
citching ™ jointly with the town, for 1wo

OCein.

ol 1ts neichboring consts,

'.\'I':II'S. on lht'ir ;.!i\i“‘_’.' 1O !Ii”t ten aeres |||’

land in some convenient place, with come-
monage for two cows and twenty sheep

and one horse, togethier with the neces- |

sary wood and water, The town were
by this contract bound to earry on two
thirds of the business, and himself the
other third.  This company was to have
the monopoly of the trade, and no other

company was permitted to encace in the

tratlic unless they should tender to this

first orcanized body a portion of its shares, |

It was also provided that “ whosoerver kill

any whale of the company or compuny's o=

loresind, Illt'}' are 1o pay to the town for
every sach whale five shillines,”
Savage, o hardy New Encland man, was
also procured 1o settle upon the island in

the eapacity of a cooper, upon nearly the !

sume terms which had been made by the
proprietors of the town with Lopar.  We
may suppose that the profits of this erude

frame of enterprise were small, but they |

were at least sutlicient to induee the pros-

Meanwhile the ,wu|u|:- of Cape Cod had |

reached considerale prolicicney in this
branch of enterprise, and their suecess ji-

Aceordingly we

under the frozen serpent of the south. | Padduck as early as 1690, to instruet thei
Falkland Island, which seemed too re-iresprcung.: the best manuer of taking the [ished ; and w1715, the number of vess

Neither the perseverance of
searcely exceeded in our own day.

John |

whale and extracting the oil, - The whal-
ing expeditions from that port were then
carried on in boats from the shore, and
the white colonists derived important aid
from the Indians, who manifested extra-
ordinary aptness for the fishery of all
Linds, and being placed in responsible
stations as  bout=steerers and  headsmen,
”ll‘_\' soon become l'.\‘[u'l'i!'m‘l'll and valua-
ble whalemen.  T'hese boats, in search of
their game, often ventured even out of
sight of the land during the pleasant days
of winter, and performed feats which are
\ After
the whale had been killed, he was towed
ashore.and an instrument termed a ¢ crab,’
and which was similar to a capstan, was
‘used to * heave off” the blubber as fast
as it was eut.  This blubber was then
placed upon carts, and conveyed to “try-
Chouses ™ situated  near their dwellings,
rwhere the oil was boiled out and prepared
for market,  For the purpose of enabling
the fishermen to desery whales at a dis-
tanee, a high spar was erceted upon the
shore, with cleats aflixc d to the top, where
the whaleman with his spy-glass could be
sceurely lodged, and command a broad
vicw of the ocean,  No sensible diminu-
tion of the whales upon the coast appears
to have existed from the first thirty years
of the fishery, although cichty-six were
taken near the shore during the year
11726, and eleven were sometinies towed
(1o the land in one day.

I We are informed that the first srerma-
ceeti whale known to the inhabitants, was
Jdound dead and ashore upon the south-
‘western part of the island : and here
arose several conflicting elaims to the right
lof property in this dead monster, the In-
dians claiming it by right of finding ; the
'whites on the ground of their ownership
of the island ; and the officer of the erown
\seizing it by virtue of the well-known
(principle of the laws of England, giving
‘to the king certain property which is dis-
‘covered to have no visible owner, and in
| discussing which, Mr Justice Blackstone,
Al we remember right, specially designates
a stranded whale, The matter was, how-
ever, at length adjusted, and the white
dnen who fivst found it were permitted to
hold the property, the whale having been
previously divested of his teeth,

| To Christopher Hussey, a Nantucket
whaleman, belongs the honor of capturing
the first spermaceti whale, and  his feat
was performed during the yvear 1712, so
iras it ean be ascertained,  This man,
while eruising near the shore for “ right
whales,” the species which had been the
principal Kind eaptured by the Nantucket
whalemen, was blown ofl” from the shore,
and falling in with a school of that
species, he succeeded in eapturing one,
and towing him into port,  This event
gave a new impulse to the whale fishery
upon the ocean, for vessels of thirty tons
were soon bhuilt for the purpose of extend-
qing this tathies "Fhese vessels were fitted
out for cruises ol about six weeks, and
carried a few hogshends, canable of con-
taining the blubber of ouly one whale,
which, alter they had eaptured, they re-

Starned home, when the owners took the
blubber and prepared the ol for market,
(despatching the  ship upon another voy-
The boiling was done in try-hous-
es, which were erected near the landing,
and the outhits and apparatus were |l|il(fl'd
in- warchonses siated near the same
place.  The subsiitution of vessels for
boats constituted a new epoch in the ex-
ped.ons of these Nantacket whalemen,
as the whales were expected to he dimin-

aue,




